
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1799 March 27, 2014 
Owens’s nomination, along with 
Michelle Friedland’s nomination to the 
Ninth Circuit, as soon as possible. 

Mr. Owens was first nominated last 
August and his early October hearing 
date had to be moved after Republicans 
forced a shutdown of our government. 
A hearing on his nomination was fi-
nally held in late October. Mr. Owens 
could and should have been confirmed 
before we adjourned last year. Instead, 
because Republicans refused to consent 
to hold any nominations in the Senate, 
every single one had to be returned to 
the President at the end of last year. 
They then had to be re-nominated and 
re-processed through committee this 
year and Mr. Owens was voted out of 
committee on a voice vote, without 
dissent, on January 16, 2014. 

Mr. Owens is among six circuit nomi-
nees pending on the Senate floor. We 
last voted on a circuit nominee during 
the last work period in early March 
and before that we voted on a circuit 
court nominee in early January. If Re-
publicans continue to obstruct the Sen-
ate from having up-or-down votes on 
uncontroversial judicial nominees, at 
our current pace of filing cloture peti-
tions once every month or so, we will 
not have time this year to vote on even 
those who are currently pending on the 
Senate floor. 

We have not had a vote on a judicial 
nomination this year that was not sub-
ject to a Republican filibuster. For all 
but two Republican Senators, I have 
started to notice a pattern of voting to 
end filibusters only if a nominee is 
from a State with at least one Repub-
lican home State Senator. Most re-
cently this happened yesterday on the 
cloture vote for Judge Edward Smith of 
Pennsylvania. It should not require a 
judicial nominee to be from a State 
with one or more Republican home 
State Senators for some Senators to do 
the right thing. Filling vacancies so 
that our Federal judiciary can be fully 
functioning should not be a partisan 
issue. 

Born in Washington, DC, Mr. Owens 
earned his B.A., with high distinction, 
from the University of California, 
Berkeley, and his J.D., with distinc-
tion, Order of the Coif, from Stanford 
Law School. At Stanford, he was the 
Nathan Abbott Scholar, an award given 
to the student with the highest cumu-
lative point average in the class. Mr. 
Owens served as executive editor of the 
Stanford Law Review where he earned 
the Stanford Law Review Board of Edi-
tors Award. 

After law school, Mr. Owens served as 
a law clerk to Judge J. Clifford Wallace 
of the Ninth Circuit and for Associate 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg of the 
United States Supreme Court. He has 
been a litigator in both public and pri-
vate practice. In 1998, he joined the 
U.S. Department of Justice, where he 
would later serve as an Assistant U.S. 
Attorney for the Central District of 
California and the Southern District of 
California. In 2008, Mr. Owens was pro-
moted to serve as the Deputy Chief of 

Major Frauds in the Southern District 
office and later the Chief of the Crimi-
nal Division. In 2012, he rejoined pri-
vate practice as a partner at Munger, 
Tolles & Olson where he presently 
works. Over the course of his legal ca-
reer, he has been counsel of record in 
more than 20 cases before the court on 
which he is nominated to serve. 

Mr. Owens has the support of his 
home State Senators—Senator FEIN-
STEIN and Senator BOXER. I hope my 
fellow Senators will join me today to 
vote to end the filibuster of Mr. Owen’s 
nomination. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate shall 
proceed to executive session. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the nomination 
of John B. Owens, of California, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit. 

Harry Reid, Patrick J. Leahy, Patty 
Murray, Bill Nelson, Robert P. Casey, 
Jr., Jack Reed, Tammy Baldwin, Jon 
Tester, Tom Udall, Bernard Sanders, 
Michael F. Bennet, Christopher A. 
Coons, Elizabeth Warren, Charles E. 
Schumer, Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard 
Blumenthal, Richard J. Durbin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of John B. Owens, of California, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit, shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 
is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. MORAN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 54, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 89 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Baldwin 
Begich 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boxer 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 

Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Franken 
Gillibrand 
Hagan 

Harkin 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Johnson (SD) 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Landrieu 

Leahy 
Levin 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mikulski 
Murphy 

Murray 
Nelson 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 

Stabenow 
Tester 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Walsh 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—44 

Alexander 
Ayotte 
Barrasso 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Chambliss 
Coats 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Enzi 
Fischer 
Flake 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hatch 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johanns 
Johnson (WI) 
Kirk 
Lee 
McCain 

McConnell 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rubio 
Scott 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Thune 
Toomey 
Vitter 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—2 

Moran Rockefeller 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote the yeas are 54, the nays are 44. 

The motion to invoke cloture is 
agreed to. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate resumes 
legislative session. 

f 

PROTECTING VOLUNTEER FIRE-
FIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY RE-
SPONDERS ACT OF 2014—MOTION 
TO PROCEED—Continued 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 333, H.R. 3979, an act 
to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
to ensure that emergency services volunteers 
are not taken into account as employees 
under the shared responsibility requirements 
contained in the Patient Protection and Af-
fordable Care Act. 

Harry Reid, Jack Reed, Patty Murray, 
Bill Nelson, Robert P. Casey, Jr., 
Tammy Baldwin, Jon Tester, Tom 
Udall, Bernard Sanders, Michael F. 
Bennet, Christopher A. Coons, Eliza-
beth Warren, Charles E. Schumer, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Richard 
Blumenthal, Richard J. Durbin, Pat-
rick J. Leahy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 333, H.R. 3979, 
an act to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to ensure that emergency 
services volunteers are not taken into 
account as employees under the shared 
responsibility requirements contained 
in the Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act, shall be brought to a 
close? 
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